
 
 

LOCAL HEALTH CENTER TO ADD DENTAL SERVICES FOR LOW INCOME POPULATIONS 
Elica Health Centers only local health center awarded federal funding to expand oral health services 

  
Sacramento, CA (June 22, 2016) − Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary Sylvia M. Burwell recently 
announced that Elica Health Centers was among 420 health centers nationwide to share in nearly $156 
million in funding to increase access to integrated oral health care services and improve oral health 
outcomes for Health Center Program patients. Elica is the only health center in the Sacramento region 
selected to receive this award. 
 
“We are very pleased to receive this $350,000 grant from HRSA, which will be part of the nearly 
$900,000 that Elica will be spending to establish a dental care program,” said CEO Elizabeth Cassin. 
According to Cassin, a recent survey of their patients, many of whom are low-income, showed that 
dental care was the service they most wanted to see added to Elica’s existing primary care and 
behavioral health services. 
 
Oral health services will initially be available at Elica’s clinic in Midtown Sacramento beginning in Fall of 
this year.  It is estimated that by the end of 2017, the dental program will be staffed by eight full-time 
employees, including a dentist, dental hygienists and assistants, who will serve nearly 1,500 patients at 
4,400 appointments per year.  
 
“Oral health is an important part of a person’s overall health care,” said Dr. Ronald Greenwood, Elica’s 
Chief Medical Officer. “Also, dental problems can be predictive of illness elsewhere in the body. For 
example, some research suggests that heart disease, clogged arteries and stroke might be linked to the 
inflammation and infections that oral bacteria can cause.” 
 
This funding enables health centers to expand integrated oral health care services and increase the 
number of patients served. With these awards from the Health Resources and Services Administration 
(HRSA), health centers across the country will increase their oral health service capacity by hiring 
approximately 1,600 new dentists, dental hygienists, assistants, aides, and technicians to treat nearly 
785,000 new patients. 
 

******************* 

About Elica Health Centers 
Elica is a Federally Qualified Health Center (FQHC) experiencing remarkable growth with 60,000 patient 
encounters in 2015. With three health centers, a “Health on Wheels” mobile unit and backpack “street 
medicine” teams, Elica provides care for underserved communities in Sacramento, Yolo and Placer 
counties. Volunteers and staff speak 19 languages, allowing the health center to reach a diverse 
population and the region’s numerous immigrant groups. 
 
For Additional Information Contact: Michael Hayes, Communications Manager 
     (916) 569-8484 ext 379 
     mhayes@elicahealth.org 

 


