
 
 

 
 
 

HEALTH CENTER AWARDED $650,000 FOR SUBSTANCE ABUSE TREATMENT 
Elica is the only Sacramento health center to receive Affordable Care Act award 

to address prescription opioid abuse in the local community. 
 

Sacramento, CA (March 15, 2016) – Elica Health Centers was awarded a $650,000 
grant from the Affordable Care Act to provide substance abuse treatment, with a 
specific focus on prescription opioid abuse and the heroin epidemic across the country. 
Elica is the only local facility to receive the grant, and one of 36 in California.  
 
“This funding will help Elica Health Centers address the prevalence of opioid abuse 
among a significant percentage of our service area population,” said Bob Kamrath, 
Acting CEO for Elica. “The funding will be used to hire additional providers and allow us 
to care for a greater number of patients with opioid disorders through a whole-patient 
approach to treatment, which uses a combination of medication, counseling and 
behavioral therapies.” 
 
A total of $94 million in Affordable Care Act funding will go to 271 health centers in 45 
states to improve substance abuse services, with a specific focus on underserved 
populations. The abuse of opioids, such as heroin and prescription pain medication, is a 
serious public health problem according to the U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services (HHS). Approximately 4.5 million people in the United States were non-
medical prescription pain relief users in 2013, and an estimated 289,000 were current 
heroin users. HHS also estimates the number of unintentional overdose deaths from 
prescription pain medications has nearly quadrupled from 1999 to 2013, and deaths 
related to heroin increased 39 percent between 2012 and 2013. 
 
“The opioid epidemic is one of the most pressing public health issues in the United 
States today,” said Health and Human Services Secretary Sylvia M. Burwell. 
“Expanding access to medication-assisted treatment and integrating these services in 
health centers bolsters nationwide efforts to curb opioid misuse and abuse, supports 
approximately 124,000 new patients accessing substance use treatment for recovery 
and helps save lives.” 
 
About Elica Health Centers 
Elica is a Federally Qualified Health Center (FQHC) experiencing remarkable growth 
with 60,000 patient encounters in 2015. With three health centers, a “Health on Wheels” 
mobile unit and backpack “street medicine” teams, Elica provides care for underserved 
communities in Sacramento, Yolo and Placer counties. Volunteers and staff speak 19 
languages, allowing the health center to reach a diverse population and the region’s 
numerous immigrant groups.  

 

 


